Dwyfor Area Committee, 17.12.12

THE RURAL AGENDA

a) Submitted — the report of the ‘Community Energy Survey’ prepared for Ynni
LIyn by Gritten Management.

b) The Chairman referred to the information provided in the report, noting that
as many as 38% of all Gwynedd households suffered from fuel poverty. He
noted that this was astounding and perhaps a condemnation of the Council
for allowing the situation to reach such a standard.

¢) The Member Support and Scrutiny Manager explained that the matter had
been considered by the Corporate Scrutiny Committee. As a consequence,
a request had been made for the opinion of the Area Committees on the
intention to include a scrutiny item on what the Council was achieving in this
field and how the scrutinieers could contribute to the developments.

ch) Members expressed different opinions, noting:-

e residents could be encouraged to take advantage of opportunities to
save fuel costs by taking advantage of insulation schemes and similar
improvements;

¢ insulation schemes would not be appropriate for every house and
some experts were of the opinion that such schemes caused
dampness;

e it was possible to search for more competitive rates in terms of
electricity costs;

o efforts to search for different electricity providers could create
problems especially for the elderly;

e there was a need to consider the actual costs of various fuels in detalil
and avoid the danger of seeing the rates of households suffering from
fuel poverty increasing;

e advantage should be taken of the opportunity to voice an opinion
regarding the Supplementary Planning Guidance on wind turbines
which was within the consultation period;

e simple assistance, such as schemes for new windows, could be far
less trouble than developments such as solar panels;

e rural areas such as Llyn faced higher costs than other areas because
of fuel transport costs;

e some solar panel and wind turbine schemes were being developed
privately and others were community based and there was a need to
consider whether there was any difference between them in terms of
costs to users;

e focus should not be placed on only certain rural areas;
steps which could be taken by the Council should be considered for
promoting a local body that would operate cooperatively;

e it would be possible to use advertising methods, such as through the
Newyddion Gwynedd magazine, to encourage communities to work
cooperatively to ensure better fuel purchasing terms;

e apilot area could be considered with this in view;

o the situation could become worse as a consequence of changes to
benefits;

d) The Member Support and Scrutiny Manager explained that the intention of
the Corporate Scrutiny Committee was to consider three contrasting areas
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within the County, namely, one rural area, one urban area and a third area of
a medium nature.

Following initial steps, it was proposed to undertake a scrutiny investigation
into the Rural Agenda so that what was involved in being within the three
areas could be clearly defined and consideration given to whether the
Council’s policies reflected this as they were being developed in the Strategic
Plan.

RESOLVED to express support to the proposal of the Corporate
Scrutiny Committee to undertake a Scrutiny Investigation into the Rural
Agenda.



